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December 22, 1905 2 7 2 S 

During the week 13 cases and 3 deaths from yellow fever were 
reported for the city of Habana. One case of yellow fever was 
reported at Alacranes, a station between Habana and Matanzas. One 
of the cases had been diagnosed November 29, but it is included in this 
report, as the case was not reported to this office until the 6th instant. 

I have been informed that the authorities propose to hold laborers 
for five days in detention before permitting them to travel to the inte- 
rior of the island. 

It is recognized that a great source of danger is from the influx of 
Spanish immigrants, who live in a crowded condition in the city. 
These people, when taken sick, move from place to place until required 
to call in medical assistance, thus spreading infection, if the case is one 
of yellow fever, and thereby increasing the number of unknown foci. 
The authorities also contemplate controlling the influx of immigrants 
to the city. 

The authorities have 7 fumigating squads of 25 men in each. This 
force is to be increased by 5 more squads of 25 men each on the 11th 
instant. Sulphur is being used more generally for fumigating pur- 
poses. 

At present 68 men compose the oiling forces, which will also be 
increased by 30 men on the 11th instant. 

There is one screening squad of 12 men who screen the rooms of 
suspects reported when such are not transferred to Las Animas 
Hospital. 

There are 12 inspectors who report on the sanitary condition of 
houses inspected. 

Eight pnysicians are employed to inspect all nonimmunes in the 
infected district. 

December 15. 

No new cases; 1 death, yellow fever, reported yesterday. 

December 18. 
Three new cases yellow fever confirmed 15th instant. 

Summary of yellow fever cases in Cuba. 

December 14. 
Total yellow fever cases in Cuba since October 17 till present date, 
57, among which one developed at Matanzas City, another at Alacranes, 
and a third at Real Campina, Santa Clara Province. All apparently 
infected in Habana. Largest number in treatment at any time, 22, 
December 6; to-day, only 16. * * * 

FlNLAY. 

Reports from Matanzas — History of yellow fever cases at Union de 
Reyes and Colon — Precautions against spread of yellow fever. 

i 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, December 8, 11, and 12, 
as follows: 

The town of Union de Reyes, of 3,000 inhabitants, is situated at a 
distance of about 30 miles to the south of Matanzas, having daily com- 
munication by railway with this city. Within i miles from Union de 
Reyes is thd town of Alacranes, having about the same number of 
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inhabitants and also connected b} r railway with this city. At a place 
equidistant between the two towns referred to there is a sugar planta- 
tion called "'Valiente." 

It was at this place that the death from yellow fever occurred yes- 
terday. The case was in the person of a Spaniard, who recently 
arrived at Habana from his native country as an immigrant. He was 
transferred, as usual, on his arrival at Habana, from the steamer to 
the isolation station of Triscornia, awaiting employment. Shortly 
after, and during the latter part of November, he went from Tris- 
cornia to spend a-few days with a friend in Habana, where he evidently 
contracted the disease. He arrived at the plantation November 29, 
went to work on the following day feeling apparently well, and was 
taken sick December 1. No physician was called to visit the case until 
the sixth day of the disease and when the patient was in a preagonic 
condition. The attending physician reported the case to the local 
health officer at Union de Reyes during the evening of the 6th instant, 
and he went to visit the case in order to verify the diagnosis on the 
morning of the 7th, shortly before the patient died. The provincial 
sanitary inspector, who resides in this city, was telegraphed for, and a 
post-mortem examination was held yesterday, in which were found the 
typical pathological lesions common to yellow fever. 

The building in which the patient died, which is said to be an old 
blockhouse, was disinfected with sulphur after the death of the patient 
occurred. 

As a result of an investigation, it was ascertained that over 300 non- 
immunes, mostly Spanish immigrants of .recent arrival, are living at 
the same plantation, where they are at present employed as laborers. 
Therefore it is feared that as no sanitary measures could possibly be 
observed during the infective stage of the disease, inasmuch as its 
presence was not detected in time, the contagion has spread and new 
cases may develop in the future among the laborers of the plan- 
tation. In view of further issues, it has been recommended to prepare 
a room, conveniently screened with wire netting, at the plantation, in' 
which to treat all cases of fever among the nonimmunes, and to sub- 
ject these to a daily medical inspection for a period of not less than 
fifteen days, counting from the time of death of the first case. 

Up to the present time there have been no new cases of the disease 
reported within the city limits. 

December 12. 

The origin of the infection in the yellow fever case reported Decem- 
ber 11, at Colon, as in the previous cases recently reported in Matan- 
zas, has been ascertained to have been Habana. It occurred also in 
a Spanish immigrant who arrived in Habana from his native country 
November 18 last. After being detained at the quarantine station at 
Triscornia, as customary, he was released and went to the known 
infected district in that city. On the 27th instant he went to a sugar 
plantation near the rural town of Real Campina, which belongs to the 
municipal district of the city of Cienf uegos, and is close to the bound- 
ary line between the provinces of Matanzas and Santa Clara. The 
beginning of the disease has been traced to the 5th instant, so that it 
was not detected until the sixth day of its invasion. 

The patient was transferred from the plantation to the town of Real 
Campina and thence to Colon, where the diagnosis of yellow fever 
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was decided. The town of Colon is about 60 miles to the southeast 
of Matanzas, having daily communication with this city by railway. 

The transfer of the patient from .Real Campina to Colon was due to 
the fact that there is no hospital at the former place. 

The patient has been isolated at the civil hospital of Colon, where 
he is now undergoing treatment. The disease is not considered to be 
of a very severe type, and is expected to have a favorable termination. 

It is said that many other nonimmunes, immigrants from Spain, 
are living at the plantation where the case occurred, and also at Real 
Campina, and it is possible that the contagion may have spread among 
them, giving rise. to future cases. 

Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever in Matanzas Province. 

During the week ended December 9, 1905, 5 bills of health were issued 
to vessels leaving for United States ports. One of these, the British 
schooner Glenafton, originally from Mobile, was subjected to precau- 
tionary quarantine up to December 9, when she cleared for Mobile 
direct. 

The quarantine which has been maintained at Matanzas against all 
the Gulf ports of the United States since the outbreak of yellow fever 
at New Orleans was raised on the 9th instant in compliance with tele- 
graphic orders from the Cuban secretary of finance. 

Since the death from yellow fever, reported December 7, at the sugar 
plantation called " Valiente," about 2 miles from the town of Union de 
Reyes, no new cases have been reported in the city nor within its 
municipal district. 

December 14. 
First case of yellow fever reported at Colon (Matanzas Province), 
died yesterday. 

One case of yellow fever reported to-day at Valiente Plantation, 
Union de Reyes. 

December 17. 

Last cases reported Colon (Matanzas Province), one confirmed; the 
other not yellow fever. 

Reports from Santiago — Inspection of vessels — Malarial fever on 
steamship Leander — Mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, December 5 and 12, as 
follows; 

Week ended December 2, 1905: 

Bills of health issued to 4 vessels bound for the United States. 

No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

Mortality for the week ended December 2, 1905, 16. 

Annual rate of mortality for the week, 18.28 per 1,000. Estimated 
population, 45,500. 

Week ended December 9, 1905. 

Only 1 bill of health issued to a vessel bound for, the United States. 

No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

The Norwegian steamship Leander, which left to-day for a port in 
the United States (probably Baltimore or Philadelphia) via Daiquiri, 



